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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
OFFICE OF MINERS' HEALTH, SAFETY AND TRAINING
BUREAU OF COMMERCE
1615 WASHINGTON STREET. EAST o CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 253112126 o TELEPHONE: (304) $58-1425 » FAX: (304) 558-1282
GASTON CAPERTON STEPHEN F. WEBBER

GOVERNOR MEMORANDUM DRECTOR

T0: ALL MINING OPERATIONS

FROM: STEPHEN F. WEBBER, DRECTOR  § ¥t

DATE: APRIL 25, 1994

RE: WV ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION 34-14-4.2

Recently West Virginia hos experienced two fatal aecidents Involving miners werking under
raised machinery or equipment. One fatal occured when no tlocking material was placed
under the boom of @ continuous miner prior to fightening o fitting on o hose and the other
accident resulted when the head of a confinuous miner fell off of Inadequate blocking during

maintenance of the machine.

) WV stale regulation 34-18-4.2 requires, “Ne work sholl be performed under machinery or
s equipment that has been raised unill such machinery or equipment has been securely blocked
In position,”

When blocking machinery or equipment the following should be considered:

*» Rased, elevated and unsecured equipment must be securely blocked to
prevent movemen! before person position themselves under movable
components of the equipment,

* An adequate and readily avallable supply of blocking materials should be
provided at locations where such materials are rovtinely needed.

° Blocking material must be copeble of supporting the weight of the
equipment or component 1o be blocked.

°  Wood used for blocking material must be solid and flot sided.

*  Wooden cribs should be instolled on soiid footing and wedged tightly to the
machine to prevent any movement that could dislodge the blocking.

¢ Cribs shouid be built so that the crib blocks ore off-set half the thickness of
the blocks being used, from the end of the bleck it is resting on. This prcvide_s
o 10% greater lood capacily and reduces the possibility thot the blocks will
dislodge.

° The load of the machinery component being supported. should be
positioned on the center of the crib fo reduce the potential that the
machinery will slip of the ¢crib.
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